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Newsletter Help 

As you may have 

perceived by now, 

our newsletter 

distribution isn’t 

quite as frequent 

as it has been in recent years.  While I 

hesitate to appear that I am speaking for 

the editor, I do know that he has been 

spending an enormous amount of time 

helping get our chapter Wurlitzer online 

at the Masonic Auditorium.   I am sure 

we all appreciate his leadership in get-

ting the Relay out to all of us. 

I am officially asking the membership if 

anyone would like to help with the crea-

tion and distribution of our ―Relay‖.  It 

only requires a modest level of experi-

ence with any desktop publishing or 

even simply Microsoft Word.  Creating a 

team approach would be an easy thing to 

do so we could spread out the project 

among two or three folks.  Heck – it 

could be fun to interview people, get 

information on local and near-by theatre 

organ activities, include a more personal 

touch with members’ lives, birthday an-

nouncements, back stories to local musi-

cal events, and so on – or keep up with 

what’s happening with ATOS, create 

your own ongoing article, and who 

knows – there could be a lot more ideas, 

too!  Please let me know if you would 

like to help out.  You can find my con-

tact info in the margin to the left. 

Ed. note-I volunteered Helen and me to 

edit Relay about 2 years ago to get it 

started again. (continued, page 3) 

Coming Events 

Saturday, April 24 - Spring Concert at Grays Armory 

featuring Jonathan Ortloff.  See page 5 For details 

Sunday, May 16 - Social at Hamilton Farm, Shiloh, 

Ohio. 

June ?? - Picnic and mid-year business meeting at Har-

old Wright’s. 

June 28—July 4,  ATOS 2010 Convention 

This convention will be headquartered in Seattle, WA.  

There are quite a few highly worthwhile theatre pipe 

organ installations in the northwest; including an instru-

ment that uses the original Wurlitzer console from the 

Lowe’s State theatre in downtown Cleveland!   The 

Seattle folks have a really great lineup planned.  And, 

then of course there’s Seattle itself.  Not a bad vacation 

spot – especially in the summer!   You can check out 

their plans, registration, hotel confirmation, etc. at 

http://www.atos.org/conventions/2010/ 

Dues Reminder 

WRTOS membership renews annually in December.  

Renewal mailings were done in November and Janu-

ary.  If you haven’t yet renewed, please do so as soon 

as possible.  You may use the renewal form you re-

ceived, the form available on the WRTOS website 

(www.WRTOS.org), or contact Tom Rathburn, 440-

235-1992, Tom@WRTOS.org. This will be your last 

Relay if you don’t renew. 

Election Results 

The annual business meeting was held at Grays Armory 

on November 22, 2009.  Officers elected to 2 year terms 

through 2011 are: President, Doug Powers; Secretary, 

Don Frerichs; and Concert Director, Harold Wright. 

http://www.atos.org/conventions/2010/
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Ron Reseigh's return to the Mighty Wurlitzer at Grays Amory 

was an evening not to be missed. During his practice session, he 

stated that this was one of his favorite theatre organs to play and 

it showed as he played a wide range of selections that had the 

audience of more than 250 patrons swinging and swaying and 

tapping their feet.  One could not ask for more with his combina-

tions of tonal color and use of wide expression ranging from the 

softest, almost inaudible flute to the floor shaking 32' diaphones 

with sparkling reeds and throbbing tibias.  His showmanship and 

ability to connect with the audience were remarkable.  

The first half of his program featured a playlist of well known 

songs from ballads to marches with a bit of classical style thrown 

in.  He had a lot of fun with his rendition of the Mickey Mouse 

March using classical composer styles, at first sounding like a 

tribute to Lyn Larsen's arrangement, but expanded with other 

composers and finished with a Widor Organ Symphony No. 5 

Toccata style flourish after having thrown in a Bach's Gigue 

Fugue style.  His rendition of Alley Cat featured the newly refur-

bished piano.  And just before intermission he praised the excel-

lent condition of the Mighty Wurlizter and the fact that most of it 

is original including the relay and piston combination action.  

Ron Reseigh ain't misbehavin' when he "finds out what they like 

and how they like it and let them have just that way".  The sec-

ond half of his program featured an all request segment that 

many organists find difficult to arrange on the spot but Ron's 

pizza parlor background and his artistic ability made 

it sound effortless.   

 

He polled the audience for their favorites and then improvised a 

nearly hour long medley of those requests ranging from a ride on 

the Chatanooga Choo-Choo to a ride on the Roller Coaster with a 

dozen or two familiar songs in between.  He ended his program 

with a patriotic salute that brought the audience to their feet. 

A comment overheard from one of our patrons pretty much sums 

it up.."that was one of the best." 

Fall Concert: Ron Reseigh 

Review by Bob Moran 

Ron Reseigh at Grays Armory 

PAC Progress 

Some have asked, ―is the organ playing yet?‖  Well, the short an-

swer is, no.  However, the organ is completely installed, the console 

is 99% functional, the blower was installed several weeks ago, and 

we continue to get very close.  It’s important to realize that this 

organ was never functioning with this current specification.  It has 

an entirely new relay control system, a completely new blower, 

many windchests, pipes, tremulants, regulators, percussions, and 

other components that have been added to this configuration.  Hav-

ing 19 regulators and 6 winkers (wind pressure controls) creates a 

challenge to have them all working properly, correct wind pressures 

created, and making sure the tremulants all work in an acceptable 

way.  There is a large maze of windlines and wind connections that 

are currently all being checked for leaks and repaired as we go.  

Adjusting electro-pneumatic and mechanical components take a 

long time on an instrument of this size.  Keep in mind this organ is 

twice the size of the armory Wurlitzer!  And – while we had up to 

10 people working 50 – 60 hours each (yes – that’s an average of 

550 hours per week, every week last spring and summer), there are 

now three or four of us each putting in about 20 hours/week.  So – 

while we make progress every day we arrive at the PAC, it is tak-

ing time to complete this wonderful instrument.  Also, we are 

striving to make this organ a very reliable and enjoyable instru-

ment to play and hear.  

While I hate to make pre-

dictions, it is likely that 

we will hear ―something‖ 

from the organ console in 

the next few weeks.  Fur-

ther shake out and trou-

bleshooting will follow, 

along with the eventual 

first tuning.  SO – I can 

promise you that, while 

there is no one more eager 

to have the organ playing 

than the PAC Wurlitzer crew, we also are being careful and pru-

dent in doing it the best way we can.  And – also keep in mind, 

this organ belongs to WRTOS!  There will be more on this soon. 

Don, Frank and the Uniflex 
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Dave Bigham Passing 

President (continued) 

By now you certainly have heard about the commer-

cial CD that your chapter has produced on the ex-

Aveni 4/60 theatre pipe organ.  With nine world-class 

artists, it contains some of the most exciting and well-

played theatre organ selections you will find any-

where.   Done as a fundraiser, we have advertised this 

CD on the Internet, a color ad in the Theatre Organ 

journal, and it was especially highlighted at our con-

vention.  As a result, we have sold enough copies to 

cover our costs (about $5,000) to produce this CD.  

All sales are now 100% profit and will go to help 

WRTOS maintain its mission.  If you haven’t seen it, 

take a look at the information on our website: 

  http://www.wrtos.org/wrtosmembership2  

MAGNIFICO CD Sales  

WRTOS has registered with two of the bigger Inter-

net charity malls, www.ibakesale.com and 

www.goodsearch.com/goodshop.aspx. You select the 

site and register WRTOS as your charity, select the 

store you want to shop in and WRTOS will then re-

ceive a percentage of the cost of your purchase.  The 

more people that use this process, the better. 

Charity Malls Benefit 

Dave Bigham became a PAC project volunteer 

through his friendship with Frank Sillag.  Dave 

worked with us for two years in the shop at Masonic 

Hall, rebuilding pneumatics, wiring, and brightening 

our days with his wry humor and Bailey Meter war 

stories.  On October 20, 2009 Dave lost his long bat-

tle with cancer.  A memorial service was held on 

October 25.  Nearly two hours of stories and memo-

ries left no doubt as to the light he brought into the 

lives of the many family and friends attending. 

Dave and his wife, Rita, very generously requested 

contributions to WRTOS in memory of Dave.  As of 

this writing, WRTOS has received $915 in donations.  

We are very grateful to the Bigham family and 

friends for their generosity.  A suitable place in the 

organ will be found to memorialize Dave’s  contribu-

tions of time, talent and friendship. 

Helen was a big help in setting up the format, but  the content has to come  

through me.  I’m an accountant, not a writer, it would be great to have 

someone who enjoys writing take over.-TR 

Monthly Meetings, or ―Socials‖ 

Carolyn Carson has graciously agreed to take on the Board position of 

―Program Director‖.  This is probably the most demanding job we have, 

and while the rest of the board does help with these meetings, it does re-

quire time and details to arrange our get-togethers.  Carolyn manages her 

own retail business and is working on putting a calendar of meetings to-

gether for 2010 when she is able to get this going.  And, sometimes our 

plans become postponed due to circumstances beyond our control, so that 

unfortunately puts a delay on getting the word out.  We ask your patience 

in receiving notice on upcoming socials – they will indeed be coming up 

soon.  We always strive to schedule worthwhile events and occasionally, 

the behind-the-scenes planning takes an unplanned detour or two!  So – 

we promise to deliver a fun and entertaining 2010 for all of us to enjoy! 

 

2009 ATOS Convention Final 

With the exception of one small detail, the books on this international 

event have been officially closed.  WRTOS made a handsome profit on 

this highly acclaimed convention, and as you know, attendance was su-

perb!  The $35,000 ATOS loan was paid back in full and on time, and I 

believe the convention committee members have finally recovered from 

all the extraordinary hard work that was spent on making nearly 450 peo-

ple feel very welcome and happy to come to Cleveland, Ohio and the 

―Treasures of the Western Reserve‖.   One last tremendous kudos go to all 

of those who gave so many hours of work, sweat, and nerves into this tre-

mendous event!  So – who wants to start planning the next one?   ☺ 

 

WRTOS Money Matters 

As a result of  convention profits, continued sale of organ parts, sale of our 

―Magnifico‖ CD, and donations, our current treasury is approximately 

$34,834.00.  While this is nearly twice the amount we had just before 

starting out on the PAC Wurlitzer project, we have ambitious goals ahead 

that will require substantial financial support.  Clayton Zeidler has chaired 

the effort to seek a follow up grant from the Kulas Foundation in the 

amount of $25,000.  We are looking for money to pay for the final tonal 

finishing work and ending details needed on our Wurlitzer at the Masonic 

Auditorium.  We still need one last pair of string ranks (gambas) to round 

out the string sets, and it is likely that a few other items will be needed.  

We are also hopeful that some day we will be able to relocate the blower 

to a location that will reduce the rumble and roar more than it currently 

does.  These things will take money.  We will share any results from Kulas 

as soon as we know. 

http://www.wrtos.org/wrtosmembership2
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Members Gather Together to 

Enjoy Winter Socials 

The Temple 

On October 18, 2009 we were privileged to visit The Temple-

Tifereth Israel  on Ansel Road in the heart of University Cir-

cle.  This historic landmark, built in 1924, houses a 3 manual 

Kimball pipe organ.  The organ was serviced by the Kegg 

Organ Company in preparation for the OHS convention last 

July.   

David Blazer was our guest artist and demonstrated the many 

features and tonal colors of the instrument.  Members were 

then able to enjoy open console and explore the beautiful sur-

roundings. 

 

Don Frerichs at 

the console 

View from the balcony 

(right) 

View from the loft 

door (below) 

Annual Meeting 

November 22, we had the annual business meeting and pot-luck at 

Grays.  

Christmas Party 

The annual WRTOS Christmas party was held at Grays Armory on 

December 13.  Nearly 50 members and guests enjoyed music by Glenn 

Tallar, a young organist from the Chicago area.  After Glenn’s one 

hour set, we had a delicious buffet dinner served by Brennan’s Cater-

ing, followed by open console.  We wrapped up a little earlier than 

usual since Santa’s elves were scheduled to visit the firing range in the 

basement at 7:00. 

Special thanks are due to Carolyn Carson for making all of the arrange-

ments and for providing the beautiful table setups and decorations. 

Glenn Tallar 

The organ at Grays 

Where else can 

you get machine 

gun with your 

music? 
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Spring Concert 

April 24, 2010 at Grays Armory 

Featuring Jonathan Ortloff 

With Allan Ward, drums 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The winner of the American Theatre Organ Society’s 2008 Young Theatre Organist Competition, 

Jonathan Ortloff holds degrees from the Eastman School of Music and the University of Rochester in 

organ performance and interdisciplinary engineering. While at Eastman, he was a student of David 

Higgs and studied improvisation under William Porter. 

 

WRTOS members who attended the 2009 ATOS Convention had the pleasure of hearing a terrific 

performance by Jonathan on the PlayhouseSquare Palace 3/17 Kimball.  The added kick provided by 

Allan Ward on drums was enthusiastically received.  Jon also played for our WRTOS Christmas 

party in 2008.  

  

Jonathan is as interested in the technical side of organs as he is in performing.  He is currently em-

ployed by Russell & Company Organ Builders of Chester, Vermont. Planning to eventually open his 

own shop, he has, over the past eight years, worked for some of the most renowned organ builders 

and restorers in the United States including C.B. Fisk, Russell & Company, Paul Fritts & Company, 

and Jonathan Ambrosino. 

  

Besides performing, building, and restoring, Jonathan writes on a variety of organ-related topics and 

his articles have appeared in the American Theatre Organ Society’s Theatre Organ and the Organ 

Historical Society’s The Tracker. 

 

Make plans now to enjoy one of the countryôs outstanding 
young theatre organists in a full concert program at Grays Ar-
mory on Saturday, April 24, 2010 at 7:30.  Watch for a flyer in 
your mail soon. 
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PAC Blower Move 

Over the last three years we have hauled 60 sheets of dry-

wall, unimaginable amounts of lumber, and 28 ranks of 

organ pipes and chests up the 38 steps to the chamber.  

However, we knew that 600 pounds of blower and motor 

was beyond our capacity.  Enter Garrett Williams, our tal-

ented carpenter for the chamber construction, and two of 

his friends, to muscle the brutally heavy, but delicate, 

blower parts to their new home.  Our sincere thanks to 

Garrett, Lee and Nate for their hard work. 

Lee, Nate and Garrett cross the auditorium with the 

blower housing.  This is the EASY part. 

Garrett, Nate and Lee with 400 pounds of motor! 

Tom, Bill and Lee attach the motor to the blower 

Ready for the inner parts. 

We had to rotate it 90 

degrees without the 

benefit of the strong 

men.  Those glider  

disks they sell on TV 

really work ! 


